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Rebuilding Lives Luncheon
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More than 350 community members gathered on October 14th 
to commemorate Domestic Violence Awareness Month at the  
18th Annual Rebuilding Lives Luncheon. Business and political  
leaders joined with the STAND! Board of Directors, allies, and 
survivors at the Hilton Concord pledging their support to end 
domestic violence. Their support helped us raise more than  
$110,000 at this year’s event.

Keynote speaker Niecy Nash was inspirational as she  
gave her story of overcoming a childhood filled with  
domestic and community violence to become a successful, 
award-winning actress and comedienne. Her speech focused on 
the spirit of resilience each one of us has, and how with the right 
support anyone can tap into that spirit and succeed. Her grace 
extended off the stage as she spent time before and after the 
event, speaking and taking pictures, with many attendees and 
volunteers.

All eyes were glued to the stage as STAND!’s first successful deaf 
client, Fareena, took the stage to sign her story of abuse and 
family indifference. Her family dismissed her husband’s abuse, 
going so far as to blame her for the violence. Deciding she was 
through with her husband’s violence, Fareena and her daughter 
fled to STAND!’s emergency shelter. While most deaf clients 
only stay in an emergency shelter for 3 days because of isolation 
and difficulties communicating, Fareena was with STAND! for 
more than 9 weeks! Due in part to the partnership between 
STAND! and DEAFHope, deaf and disabled clients now have the 
equipment and services they need to be safe and comfortable 
while accessing shelter services. Fareena and her daughter 
recently moved into their own apartment and are beginning their 
journey toward a new life free of violence.

Brian Wong of Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman was honored 
with the “2010 Rollie Mullen Award”. The Rollie Mullen Award is 
given each year to an individual or group whose work champions 
the cause of ending domestic violence.  

Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman’s commitment to the 
community is unquestionable as each year their partners 
and associates donate thousands of hours of time to worthy 
nonprofits across the Bay Area and beyond. Brian and Pillsbury’s 
commitment to STAND! included countless hours of work 
assisting STAND! Against Domestic Violence and the Family 
Stress Center in the merger process. This donation of time 
and talent over the past two years allowed STAND! to channel 
precious limited resources into vital client services, not legal fees 
to execute a merger.

Kathryn Beck chaired this year’s RBL, lending her talent and 
dedication to ensure a successful and heartfelt event. Current 
and former board members and more than 30 volunteers gave 
their time to ensure everything ran smoothly. A big thank you  
to all of them for their help and to Harvey Brosler, who donated 
his time and talents to make sure we had photographic memories 
to share.

We look forward to seeing everybody in April for Child Abuse 
Awareness Month and the 3rd Annual Touch A Heart Luncheon.

Cheryl Jennings, Mistress of Ceremonies and Gloria Sandoval,  
STAND! Chief Executive Officer
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A Mother of Seven 
Finds Hope
Sisters sit across from each other engaged in playtime. They have 
chubby, cheerful faces and soft brown hair that falls to their 
shoulders. Their smiles shine like stars as they busily dress up 
their dolls and set furniture into the dollhouse. Watching over 
her daughters from behind a door, Renee quietly smiles—
observing her daughters’ imaginations and free-spiritedness. 
Paula and Page missed out on playtime like this growing up in a 
violent home, and it has taken months of recovery and healing to 
renew their childlike energy.

Renee sought help by calling STAND!’s 24-hour crisis line some 
time ago. A mother of seven with twin babies, she was desperate 
to escape her abusive husband but couldn’t imagine it was really 
possible. She was abused as a child and also witnessed her father 
abuse her mother, before ending up in foster care at age 15. 
Pregnant at 17, she married a guy just like her father. Trapped by 
violence and control almost from the start, Renee’s greatest joy 
over the years was her children. 

By December 2009, the abuse was unbearable, and Renee, tired 
of seeing her children suffer the violence—brought on in part by 
the financial stress of her husband trying to provide for their 
family at Christmas—she was determined to find a way to bring 
safety and joy to their lives. With growing confidence for a 
different future bolstered by talking to counselors on the crisis 
line, and a focus on the importance of providing a safe place for 
her children, she took a leap of faith—faith that she could 
overcome her fears of the unknown: finding a job, housing, child 
care, and help with her legal issues.

Renee and her children entered the shelter during the holidays 
last year. Cristina, the eldest was a somber, mature caretaker of 
her younger siblings, leery at first of allowing staff and volunteers 
to care for the twins. The boys, Marcus and Josh, were aggressive 
in their interactions with everyone except the twins, Sam and 
Sara. Together staff and volunteers worked with each member of 
the family over the course of several months to help them build  
a nurturing family. Renee worked on overcoming several hurdles 
to establishing a safe home for her family including securing 
income, and resolving legal issues. And, an incredibly generous 
church group stepped up to offer extraordinary assistance  
with housing. 

Renee and her family are excited 
about being together and 
thankful for the chance to 
experience the joy of peace in 
their hearts. Thanks to generous 
support they are able to 
embrace the dreams of a new 
future. Paula and Page are 
happy to pretend they are 
princesses going to a fancy ball 
and attending tea parties. Renee 
has plans for holiday baking 
this year with her oldest daughter, Cristina. Her two sons Marcus 
and Josh want to make a gingerbread house. And the precious 
twins are simply content.

With a place of their own, being safe, together and happy is what 
is most important. “Last year the STAND! shelter was our home 
and we were very grateful. Today we are blessed with a home that 
can never be destroyed. Our family is our home.”

Home is truly where the heart is. STAND! shelters more than  
250 women and children each year and assists over a thousand 
vulnerable families in our community throughout the year.

 

 

“Today we’ve 
learned  
that our home 
can never be 
destroyed.  
Our family is 
our home.”

24-Hour Crisis Line: 1 (888) 215-5555
Niecy Nash and Fareena. Joe Mullen, Jr. and Brian Wong
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Abandoned Children
Discover Their Grandparents’
Unconditional Love
On a cold winter evening, three small children sat on a curb in 
front of their home in a low-income neighborhood in Contra 
Costa County. It was already dark outside when a neighbor from 
across the street noticed the children. They didn’t have coats or 
sweaters, and were embracing each other to keep warm from the 
chilly air outside. After a short conversation with them, the 
neighbor learned that they had walked home from school and 
they didn’t know where their parents were. The neighbor had 
been witness to the children’s neglect before, and after waiting 
for the parents to show up, she finally decided to call the police.

Fabian, Alyssa, and Michael were picked up by the police officer 
and taken to a safe place. They were scared, confused, and 
protective of each other and information about their parents. 
Fabian, the eldest of the three, reluctantly helped authorities get 
in touch with their estranged grandparents. Henry and Martha 
were given temporary custody of the trio after police discovered 
that their daughter and her boyfriend were in a county jail on 
drug charges and were awaiting trial.

Henry and Martha knew of their daughter’s struggle with drug 
addiction after being physically and sexually assaulted by her 
boyfriend while in high school. Despite their desperation to help 
their daughter and grandchildren over the years, they felt like 
they could never get through to her and rarely saw her. Henry 
and Martha were heartbroken to see their daughter’s substance 
abuse continue after becoming a mother, and they had always 
hoped for the day that they could be a part of their 
grandchildren’s lives.

While seeking permanent custody of the children, Henry and 
Martha learned of STAND!’s Kinship Program. Kinship is helping 
them to keep their grandchildren in their home and supports 
their efforts to provide a safe and strong home. 
Henry, Martha, Fabian, Alyssa, and Michael have 
become a vibrant family. They bring the children 
to see their mother at a central valley prison for 
women and help nurture that connection. Mom 
has made tremendous progress and will be one 
year free from drugs at the end of this month!

“We are grateful for the support we received  
from STAND! and how this organization has 

helped us to turn a tragic 
situation into something positive 
for our grandchildren,” Henry told us the other day.

STAND! offers a wide range of crisis programs and services that 
provide solutions and address the needs of vulnerable families. 
These grandparents were given an opportunity to help their 
daughter and to create a safe home for their grandchildren with 
the support of STAND! staff and volunteers. There are many 
more grandparents that need this support.

STAND! has over 437 children in the Kinship 
program this holiday season, many are with 
grandparents like Henry and Martha, others 
have their aunts and uncles or adult siblings. 

We’re standing side by side with 
Kinship families to protect 
children from abuse and neglect.  
Will you stand with us? Thank you!
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Diamond Circle ($10,000+ )
Chevron Corporation
The Dean & Margaret Lesher 
	 Foundation
Wells Fargo Bank

Gold Circle ($5,000+ )
Joe W. Mullen Jr.

Silver Circle ($2,500+ )
Charles Schwab
Kaiser Permanente
Mechanics Bank

Benefactors ($1,000+ )
Cheryl and Al Balogh
Bell-Carter Foods, Inc.
Barbara Bentley and Rex Johnston
The Dow Chemical Company
Loreen Ediger
Carol Niecy Ensley
John and Traute Greene
GWF Power Systems, Inc.
John Muir/Community 
	 Health Alliance
Corliss Lee
Littler Mendelson
Colleen O’Brien
Ponderosa Homes
R.E. Broocker Company, Inc.
Shell Oil Company
Sybase, Inc.
Trucker Huss, APC
Westamerica Bank—Suisun City

Sponsors ($500+ )
Linda and Edward Best
Carolyn and Douglas Brown
William and Elizabeth Brown
Kathryne Daniels
Kevin and Theresa Easterly
John and Maureen Graf
Heffernan Insurance Brokers
Florence Johnson
Scott Valley Bank
Christian and Sara Truebridge
Timothy Truesdale
Valero Benicia Refinery
Laurie Wolkow
Amy and Tom Worth

Patrons ($250+ )
Bryan Balch
Paula Champagne
DNG Group, Inc.
David and Karen Dolder
Ralph and Loella Haskew
Mary Jane and Rich Laufenberg
Robert Lewis
Bielle Moore

Daniel and Mary Ann O’Malley
Mark Peterson
Joan Pieri
Eric Rudney
Gary Snyder
Dr. Steven Stargardter
Elaine and Barry Taylor
Mary Williamson and  
	 Nicky Abdolhosseini

Supporters ($100+ )
Lynn Abayan
Carol Arabian
Debra and John Babin
Brian Baker and Linda Murphy
Cecily Barclay
Autumn Barnard-Tryon
Kathryn Beck and Sean Buckley
Marcia Bender
Jeannette Bettencourt
Tery Billeci
Supervisor Susan Bonilla
David and Tracy Bowlby
Lee Brinkman
Joan Buchanan
Jennette and George Cabot
Joan Carolan
Ken and Maria Carter
Perry and Rosemarie Carter
Centurion Insurance Agency
Adelaide Chavez
Stacy Chretien
Angie and Peter Coffee
Kitty Cole
Evelyn Connell
Connoisseur Travel, Inc
Valerie Cook-Watkins
	 and Greg Watkins
Diane Covington
Linda Da Re
Nancy De Weese
Karma and William Denyer
Brenda Dietz Davis
Marjorie and Dennis Dorton
Ahnna Dregger
Shelly Dress
Bernard and Athena Drury
East Bay Community Foundation
Charles and Mary Ellis
Kari and Robert Endries
Sina Enyati
Lisa Evans
Anne Fincke
Jennifer Fisher
Greg Francisco
Patty Friesen
Jack and Christine Galeotti

Ann and Jay Glasser
Suzanne Goeffrion
Patricia Gold
Susan Goplen
James and Barbara Griffin
Anne and Marshall Grodin
Ernest and Regina Guzman
Sylvia Hack
Susan Haley
Christina Hanski
Lisa Harris
Barbara Hause
Dennis Henry
Gregory and Elaine Higgins
Rosalind Hirsch
Debbie Hoppaugh
Joan Hurd
Cheryl Jennings and Ricky Pettibone
Robert and Marsha Kermish
Dale and Joanne Kirkland
Robert and Linda Kochly
Charlene and John Kronick
Isabel Kvalvik
Virginia Lane
Joanne and Jim Larson
Robin Lawson
Andrew Leal
Cheryll LeMay
Devorah Levine and 
	 Michael Hinckley
Lutheran Social Services
Courtney Lynch
Martinez Police Department
Cheryl McCarthy
Leonard McCurley
Edie Meehan
Cynthia Menaker
Mike Rose’s AutoBody
Janet Miller
Adrienne Morrison
Scharlene Murray
Mandi Newton
Heather and Tim O’Connell
Patricia O’Quinn
Anne and Ted Pierce
Sandra and Carl Quong
Angela Rafoth
Sandy Remington
Thais Rezende
Kathy Rinetti and Brian Christopher
Sue Rinetti and Lorrie Hedges
Calvin and Cathy Robie
Thomas Roby
Anthony and Lola Rohrs
Sherry Rufini
Roxanne Ryan

Gloria J. Sandoval
Wayne Schlosser
Marcy Sharafian
Maria Shkolnikov
Terry Shoaff
Paula Silva
Susan Snyder
Beatriz Stadie
Anne Marie Taylor
Carole and Mike Temps
Monica Thompson
Ruth and James Thornburg
Sharon Turner
Supervisor Gayle Uilkema
Sandra Varco
Joanne Ward
Margaret Ward and 
	 Vincent Padarathsingh
Michael and Peggy White
Merideth Wieland
Maureen Wilbur

Friends
Donna Abbott
Shane and Penny Abdolhosseini
Delaine Andersen
Michelle Ayala
Harold Boscovich
Noelle Busey Basacker
Patricia Carstensen
Cassi Casteel
Monica Couture
Judge Judy S. Craddick 
	 and Dr. Howard Maccabee
Diane Cronn
Victoria Dillingham
Daniel Donahue
Diane and Gerald Fay
Alissa Friedman
Susan and Tracey Gant
Mickey and Eileen Heo
Janice Herechski
M. M. Gary Katz
Carolyn Krieg
Eva Lam
Karen Nikolakakis
Kathleen and John Odne
Barbara and Edward Profe
Jennifer Riley
Kimberley Roman
Elizabeth Rosales
Daniel Safran and Naomi Lowinsky
Sherald and James Schaaf
Heather Schiffman
Erika Serrano
John and Carol Sherrill
Linda and Donald Waters
Patricia Werren

Rebuilding Lives: Cash Donors 2010



Thank
        you!
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Non-Event Cash Donations
Platinum Circle ($25,000 + )
The Dean and Margaret Lesher 		
	 Foundation
San Francisco Foundation
Women’s Foundation of California

Diamond Circle ($10,000 + )
Blue Shield of California Foundation
Insurance Industry Charitable 	  
	 Foundation, Inc.
Kaiser Foundation Health Plan
Los Medanos Community  
	 Healthcare District
Mary Kay Ash Charitable Foundation
PMI Group, Inc.
Y & H Soda Foundation

Gold Circle ($5,000 + )
Chevron Employees’ People Making  
	 A Difference Campaign
Wells Fargo Bank

Benefactors ($1,000 + )
Contra Costa County Employees
IBM Employee Services Center
State Farm Corporate Headquarters
United Airlines Employee Giving
Wells Fargo Community  
	 Support Campaign

Sponsors ($500 + )
Bank of America Matching Gifts
Bank of the West
Susan Barnes
Kathryne Daniels 
Ralph and Loella Haskew
John Muir Medical Center
Kaiser Permanente Community  
	 Giving Campaign
Microsoft Matching Gifts Program
Janice and Daniel Murphy
Rotary Club of Lafayette
Elizabeth Simms
St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church
Monica Sullivan

Patrons ($250 + )
Joel Albert
AT&T Services, Inc.
Jeannette and Brian Blomquist
Kate Christensen
Angie and Peter Coffee

Michelle and Steven Davis
Senator Mark DeSaulnier
Gap Foundation Gift Match Program
IBM Retiree Charitable Campaign
Jeannette Lakness-King  
	 and Hyung-Shik Henry King
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory
Denise Pare-Muirhead  
	 and Bruce Muirhead

Supporters ($100 + )
Bayview Auxiliary F.O.E. 2323
Diann Beck
Margaret and Oskar Boehler
Boeing Employees Community Fund
James Boots
Robert and Priscilla Buchman
Community Health Charities
Janice Cooper
George DeVore
Kelly Doughty
Kara and Brian Douglas
Jonas Dupuich
Timothy Finnigan
The Fremont Group Foundation  
	 Matching Gifts Program
Dimple and Binu George
Hair by Dallas & Company
Ann Harvey and Francesca Cunningham
Mary-Anne Leontiades
Diane and Bob Malucelli
Laurel Merritt
Michael and Barbara Monsler
Robert and Martha Paulson
Bruce and Lynne Phelps
Ross Dress for Less
James and Barbara Stedman
David Sturgis
Robin Townley
UnitedHealthGroup  
	 Employee Giving Campaign
Valley Quail Chapter E.G.A.
Herman and Joyce Walden
Laura Waldrop
Steven and Margaret Woehleke
Susan Woodhouse

Friends
Badi Abhasakun
Diane and Ed Ahlborn
Diane Akers
Robert and Ruth Andrews
Angela Backman
Michael Barry
Shelby and Henry Belmonte
Gabriel Cabral
Phyllis Carvalho
Church Women United— 
	 Central Contra Costa County
Susan Colborn
Rosemary and Doug Corbin
Janette Cushman
Dimitrios Demetriou
Joe and Marcella Dew
Karen Driscoll
Clayton Englar
Monica and Donald Farquharson
Jack Freethy
Jack and Christine Galeotti
Eleanor and Steve Godzak
Joanne and Herbert Gordon
Thorro and Joan Jones
Barbara Karl
Henry M. Kitajima, D.D.S., Inc.
Elizabeth Klune
Gregory and Kelsey Kobayashi
Heather Kulp
Mary Jane and Rich Laufenberg
Lynn and Charles Leavitt
Lisa Leong
Gail and Mark Levie
Jeremy Lieb
Brad Macy
Brigid McCaw
Elaine and John McClintic
Judy and Jack Miller
Lianne Minasian
Ronald Noriega
Lisa Olsen
Janet Peargin
Elaine Petkovich
Beverly Posner
Nancy Prescott
Charles Raeder
Pamela and George Rammell

STAND! For Families free of violence 

Donor Recognition Report:  7/1/10–9/30/10
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Her husband had consistently threatened 
her with deportation, and she was terrifed 
with uncertainty. Lupe developed her 
escape plan and waited for the right 
moment. She’d wanted to leave for over  
a month, but her husband’s vigilant 
control over the car and money, along 
with a lack of access to friends, made 
the escape nearly impossible. Then on 
the night of a big game, her husband 
came home after drinking heavily with 
friends at a sports bar and passed out. 
She seized the opportunity. 

Unfortunately the shelter was full, so 
STAND! provided vouchers for them to stay 
at a nearby motel. They stayed there for nearly a 
week before they got the news that they could move 
into the shelter. When they arrived, they felt safe for the 
first time in a long time. Lupe recalled, “It was like a huge  
weight had been lifted. David would finally be safe. STAND! 
saved our lives.” 

Looking back, Lupe remembered many of the people in her life 
who had tried to help. Over her 11-year marriage, Lupe endured 
regular abuse. Her husband controlled almost every aspect of 
her life, completely isolating her from friends and family in an 
unfamiliar country where she did not know the language well. 
She reminisced about her life before marriage when she was a 
vibrant, happy, smart, beautiful woman with lots of friends.  
That first day at the shelter she did not see any of those qualities 
in herself. 

Lupe shared that while many people couldn’t understand her 
experience, the best explanation she can give is that “it was like 
having your entire spirit ripped apart from you day by day, until 
there’s nothing left, until you feel completely worthless.” She 
added, “When you’re inside an abusive relationship, you don’t 
see yourself as being abused. You find every reason to excuse 
the violence, and your efforts in meeting impossible demands 
consume your life, even to the point that you sometimes 
overlook the child you love. I did. But the reason I finally left was 
for my son.”

In therapy, David began to heal from being a target of his father’s 
fury. He spoke for the first time about his father’s intense 
screaming, throwing things at him, and forcing him to do 

unreasonable tasks like cleaning up dead rodents. Lupe said that 
hearing her son talk about his experience was the most difficult 
part of her journey, and she has vivid memories of just holding 
her son, asking for forgiveness, and sharing tears.

Lupe attended STAND!’s annual luncheon recently. It is amazing 
how different her life is now. She is working and attending 
school part-time. She has dreams of eventually owning her own 
restaurant. David is doing well and most of his health-related 
problems have subsided. He enjoys school and is playing soccer. 
Lupe is a huge advocate of STAND! and is giving back. She is 
confident that her life and her son’s life have been saved because 
of the services she received from STAND! Lupe has expressed her 
“sincere gratitude for all of the many volunteers, staff, and donors 
that support this organization because they allow everyday 
miracles to happen.” 

STAND! staff provide children with skills and tools to overcome 
the trauma they have experienced and help them continue on  
the path towards healthy emotional and social development. 
This past year, STAND! has provided counseling treatment  
to 79 children like David.

Every Child Deserves to Feel Safe At Home
Continued from cover

“It was like a huge weight had been 
lifted. David would finally be safe. 
STAND! saved our lives.”



Dear Friends,

2010 has been a year of consequence as relentless economic struggles impacted 
vulnerable families in Contra Costa County. The result is a continuing trend of record 

high crisis calls, shelter requests, food and household support and fatalities. 
Recent headlines are a sobering indicator of the importance of our work with 
victims every day:

Boy, 4, paralyzed as Antioch man faces felony  
child abuse charges. —Contra Costa Times 8/31/2010

Man strangles mother of his child and then sets 
apartment on fire. —Contra Costa Times 4/26/10

Charges filed in Antioch shaken-baby case. 
—Contra Costa Times 7/15/2010

Man surrenders to police after beating his girlfriend to 
death with a baseball bat. —Contra Costa Times 3/18/2010

Woman jailed for stabbing autistic son. —SF Gate 9/27/2010

Woman kills boyfriend because she is distraught over their 
failed relationship. —Contra Costa Times 2/23/2010

Thousands of families this holiday will endure fear and abuse at home. Hundreds are 
reaching out to us for help right now. Inside this Catalyst we share courageous stories 
of survivors; families who will enjoy hope and peace this holiday season. These stories 
highlight families overcoming violence: the struggle of a mother to protect her son, 
grandparents challenged to keep their grandchildren safe and help their daughter, and 
a mother of seven desperately seeking help to protect herself and her children. Your 
support of our work is crucial; without you we can not continue.

2010 has been a year of transformation as the Family Stress Center and STAND! 
Against Domestic Violence made the momentous decision to combine resources to 
strengthen our ability to serve families in need. Unifying our expertise in domestic 
violence, child abuse and parenting, and fortifying our leadership on behalf of families 
living with violence against women and children have enhanced programs and services 
and is helping us deepen our understanding of the link between child abuse and 
domestic violence.

2010 has been a year of hope as STAND! has benefited from the heartfelt generosity 
of over 1,500 donors, giving what they can even as they endure difficult times. The 
holidays remind us how precious the simple joys of our lives are, and that a small act  
of kindness can impact our neighbors and communities tremendously. 

By remembering STAND! and continuing to provide support, you can give the Gift of 
Hope to many more families during this holiday season. We need your help now and 
together we can change lives!

Wishing you all the peace, light, and hope of the season.

Gloria J. Sandoval 
Chief Executive Officer

From the Chief Executive Officer 
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Board of Directors:
Chair 
Cheryl Balogh

Vice Chair 
Linda Best

Secretary 
Laurie Wolkow

Treasurer 
Tim Truesdale

Assistant Secretary 
Bill Brown

Members 
Kathryn Beck 
Tracy Curtis 
Kathryne Daniels 
David Dolder 
Robert E. Lewis 
Nancy Logan 
Colleen O’Brien 
Gloria J. Sandoval 
Roy Smart 
Gary Snyder 
Margaret Ward

Catalyst is published quarterly by 
STAND! For Families Free of Violence

1410 Danzig Plaza, Suite 200 
Concord, CA 94520 
(925) 676-2845 
www.standffov.org

Publication Design 
Hurd & Associates

Printer 
Stevens Printing, Pleasant Hill

Federal Tax Id: 
94-2476576

Mission Statement
STAND! leads the community 
in ending domestic violence 
and child abuse and  
rebuilding lives.

24-Hour Crisis Line: 1 (888) 215-5555

“What can  
you do to  
promote…
peace? Go 
home and  
love your  
family.”

—Mother Teresa 
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Marsha Rees
Deborah Roberts
Suzanne Roberts
Julia Rogers
Laurel Ross
Gail Rossiter and Blaise Cullen
Robert and Joy Ann Sandstrom
Save Mart Supermarkets
Francis Silveira
Doris Slater
Michael Sloan
Beryl Snyder
Theodore and Denise Spyrow
Ali Van Otterloo
Mary Wall
Gregory Wanket
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In Kind Donations
Sponsors ($500 + )
Costco #482
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Barbara S. Carpenter
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Kathy Curtis
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In Memory of Eppie Padilla 
Ronald Noriega

In Memory of Catalina Torres 
Dana Woolley

In Honor of Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Carlberg’s  
50th Anniversary 
Patricia and George Rammell

In Honor of Krista Federas 
Weston Carpenter

In Honor of Olivia Klinkenberg 
Weston Carpenter

In Honor of Robert E. Lewis 
Dr. Jeremy Lieb

In Honor of Susan Nisbet 
Josephine R. Schwartz

In Honor of Joshua O’Neil 
Gail Rossiter
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Lianne Minasian

In Honor of Dawn Marie Wadle 
John Muir Medical Center
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Academy Awards Benefit Party
Sunday, February 27, 2011

Brenden Theatre  •  1985 Willow Pass Road, Concord
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Reserved ticket price will be $45 and $55 at the door.
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It was the middle of the night when she tiptoed quietly over to the side of her son’s bed to wake 
him from his sleep. Lupe thought that he would be startled and confused, but when she started to 
whisper to him the reason, he stopped her and said, “It’s okay mom, let’s just go.” With only a few 
bags of clothing and their most precious belongings, Lupe and David left behind everything for 
the chance of a new life. On foot, they walked to the end of the road and met a friend who drove 
them to safety.

Two years earlier, David’s second grade school teacher had called Lupe about her son’s frequent 
illness in class. What began as mild nausea and sleepiness in the classroom later turned into 
severe migraines, diarrhea, vomiting, and depression. Shortly before their escape, David was 
being sent home from school almost daily. Lupe’s husband finally allowed her to take David to 
see a doctor at a children’s hospital. They conducted tests, performed exams, and asked questions 
about his nutrition and development but could not give a diagnosis. Then finally one physician 
asked about possible abuse in the home. Lupe broke down in tears as she explained the years of 
abuse she had endured at the hands of David’s father and defensively added that she had tried to 
protect her son and keep him safe. 

Lupe called the STAND! crisis line number provided by the doctor. Over the course of several 
months, she received support, gained knowledge about domestic violence and its devastating 
impact on her child, and gathered the courage to leave.  

Every Child Deserves 
to Feel Safe At Home

Continued on page 3


